Envirolink Northwest: Mapping Northwest Universities & other Environmental-Related Research Groups

Guidance for filling in the spreadsheet

Please note that your response to this questionnaire will be held in confidence by Envirolink Northwest and North West Universities Association, unless you indicate otherwise on the questionnaire.

In the questionnaire we ask you whether you are willing to have your responses to certain questions published on a database on the Internet. This relates to the questions tinted in BLUE. This database will be freely available to businesses, universities and business support agencies to search for research expertise in universities in the Northwest.

Please enter the name of the university and centre or department where you are based. These should be located in the North West of England. If you are completing the form for more than one centre, department or area or environmental R&D, please enter these individually on separate copies of the questionnaire by clicking on the tabs at the bottom of the screen. (if you need more copies, copy a blank questionnaire and paste it into the new worksheet.) or use a copy of the questionnaire workbook.

The next rows are for you to enter your contact details into. Please enter your title, your first name or initial, and your surname. Please enter an email address and phone number that you would like us to use when contacting you. If you have a website for the centre/department, please include the web address.

The Environmental Area and Environmental Area Focus have drop-down boxes to help standardise entries. Please choose a maximum of three Environmental Areas that best categorise your groups work and a maximum of three corresponding Environmental Area Focuses from the given list.

A list of the Environmental Areas and their corresponding Environmental Area Focuses are attached.

If you wish to be more specific in any of your entries or have any other comments, please complete in the ‘comments’ box provided.

If your Scientific Discipline does not appear in the drop-down box please make the relevant comments in the “other:” box. 

We are interested in understanding where you get the majority of your research funding.

When entering the information titled where do you receive funding from? there is a range of options. Please tick one or more boxes. This information will be treated in strict confidence.

The Research Activities/Capabilities row is your opportunity to describe your research interests, recent work and/or your research capabilities in more depth. We ask that you restrict this to approximately 50 words and bear in mind that this database will be used to identify researchers with specific environmental based R&D capabilities and resources.

The next rows are for you to describe your Current research projects. Please enter details for each project in the separate rows provided. Enter the Title of the project, a Synopsis, a Timescale over which the project is being carried out, whether or not the project involves any Collaboration with any other business, university or other body and also who is the Funding the project (in general terms, e.g. SERC, NERC, EU, FP6 and so on).
We are particularly interested in stimulating collaborative research partnerships here in the Northwest (business-university and university-university). It would help us if we knew what your current and future interests are so that we can help you identify potential partners. We appreciate this is a sensitive issue and only expect general descriptions. When you are entering your Current and Future (un-funded as yet) Research Interests, there is an option for you to tick a box titled Confidential. By ticking this box, this will mean that any information you have entered here will remain confidential, available to only to key Envirolink and NWUA Staff and other BREW partners even if you opt to allow us to publish other non-confidential information you provide.
When identifying how many Staff (full-time equivalents) are involved in research, please use whole numbers. If there are no staff leave blank or enter zero.

We ask that you list any specialist facilities you have available for the purposes of environmental R&D in the Facilities column. Please restrict yourself to approximately 50 words and separate each facility clearly.

When you have completed the questionnaire, please save it to your hard drive in a known location and then email a copy to Louise Smith at Envirolink Northwest.

Thank you for your time. We will inform you when the database is ready to be launched, with an opportunity to view your own data entry and information on how it will be managed and accessed in the future.

If you have any queries please contact Louise Smith at Envirolink Northwest (Tel 01925 856232): l.smith@envirolinknorthwest.co.uk.  

List of Environmental Areas/Environmental Area Focuses

[image: image1.wmf]Marine and Coastal Environment

tidal energy (as a driver)

coasts

salt water (includes all types of salt water)

brackish water

estuary ecosystems

coastal water ecosystems

continental shelf ecosystems

deep ocean ecosystems

coral reef ecosystems

tidal waves

sea levels

ocean currents

coastal erosion

inundation of low-lying land (from rising sea levels)

damage from tsunamis

tidal energy (as a solution)

coastal defences and managed abandonment
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pollution by greenhouse gases

climate change and climate change effects

inundation of low-lying land (from rising sea levels)

health effects of extreme weather events, extreme temperatures and climate change

solutions related to climate change and/or supplies of energy and oil-based materials


[image: image3.wmf]Biodiversity/Conservation

conservation

maintenance or improvement of habitats and ecosystems

genetic changes in, extinction of, or damage to, individual species and genera

damage to or loss of habitats

damage to ecosystems

reduced biodiversity

introduction of alien species

depletion of fish stocks

ecosytems AND detecting or monitoring quality changes

individual species or specific inter-species interactions AND detecting or monitoring quantity changes
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energy production and generation

depletion of coal reserves

depletion of oil reserves

depletion of gas reserves

depletion of uranium reserves

improved extraction and use of lower-grade sources

improved generation and transmission efficiency

dematerialisation

changes in carbon-intensity of fuel mix

non-fossil fuel energy sources

energy efficiency (in end uses)

combined heat and power

fuel cells

hybrid power vehicles

changes in modes of transport (e.g. from private car to public transport/cycle)


[image: image5.wmf]Farming, Fisheries, Food, Forestry and Land Use

agriculture, horticulture and forestry

fishing and aquaculture

food processing, supply and service

depletion of fish stocks

genetic modification

fish stocks

crop production

solutions for food supplies

land and landscape

loss of countryside and reduction in landscape quality

land use planning

land and water management

coastal defences and managed abandonment


[image: image6.wmf]Flooding and Flood Defence

flooding

coastal erosion

inundation of low-lying land (from rising sea levels)

storm damage

flood protection and relief

coastal defences and managed abandonment

land drainage and river basin management


[image: image7.wmf]Freshwater Environment

freshwater (includes all types of freshwater)

freshwater sediments

lake and river ecosystems

wetland and marsh ecosystems

drinking water

flooding

remediation of watercourses

land drainage and river basin management
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consequences for human health (all types)

solutions for human health (all types)
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land and landscape

fossil fuels

other minerals and fossils

aquifers

fish

uncultivated land plants

ecosystems (includes all ecosystems)

depletion of natural material resources

consequences for food and water supplies

solutions related to climate change and/or supplies of energy and oil-based materials

waste minimisation, waste management (mainly non-biodegradable)

water efficiency/demand management

alternative water resources

solutions for material resources


Natural Risks and Hazards

understanding all natural hazards

climate change & climate change effect (such as temperature, precipitation, extreme weather events, sea levels)

flooding

coastal erosion

inundation of low-lying land (from rising sea levels)

storm damage

earthquake damage

damage from tsunamis

other building damage

flood protection and relief

coastal defences and management abandonment

building design to withstand environmental hazards and changes

sunscreens (lotions etc)

protective clothing

protective buildings
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pollution of all types

ozone depletion

acidification

acid rain

eutrophication

contamination of land

health effects of poor air quality/pollution

health effects from pollution of food or water supplies

consequences of light pollution for amenity and quality of life

reduction of pollution at source by material substitution or other means

remediation (including bioremediation) of land/soil

remediation of watercourses

more selective use of antibiotics, hormones and pesticides
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sewage and waste disposal

contamination of land

minimisation of methane production from biofegradeable wastes (via waste management)

land use planning

reduction of pollution at source by material substitution or other means

waste minimisation, waste management (mainly non-biodegradeable)

recycling, recovery and re-use








